SEMCA BOARD MINUTES

AUGUST 5, 2007 

6:00 P.M.

Maggie Schuesler’s Home

Board members present:  Terry Hunt, Marguerite Mahler, Vicki Shafarman, Doris Siegmann, Bruce Veltema, Maggie Schuesler

Others:  Gene Kales, Joanne Weidig
President Hunt called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m.  

I.   Agenda was approved with the following additions:
      A.  New Business – add Garage Sale, Dog Day, Picnic, and Membership meeting
      B.  Old Business – add Dog issues:  owners not picking up after their dogs and information from the city.

II. Minutes of the 5/6/07 Board meeting were approved with the following corrections/additions:

A. Correct spelling of Vicki Shafarman in Board members present
B.  Under New Business, add -  Vicki Shafarman volunteered to ask the city about dog issues such as doggie bag stations through out the neighborhood and what can be done to get dog owners to pick up what their pets leave in other neighbor’s yards.
III.  No communications from SEMCA residents

IV.  President’s Report – Terry Hunt

A.  Continuing concern regarding the State budget.  If the city doesn’t get the same revenue sharing amount, there will be cuts.  First to be cut would be city funding for festivals.  

B. City will be using some funding to attract more art coming to East Lansing in conjunction with the new proposed Broad  Art Complex.

V.   Financial Report – Vicki Shafarman

             Balance  on hand as of 7/31/07 is $1,558.20

VI.  Committee Reports

             Newsletter – Gene Kales

A.  Will be distributed 2 weeks before the October membership meeting.

B. Articles will include

1.  Neighborhood Watch – Joanne Weidig

2. Tribute to LeRoy Harvey, including website address – Terry Hunt

3. Status of Hagadorn – Terry Hunt


4. Dog day/party – Gene Kales

5. Dog owners responsibilities – Vicki Shafarman

6. Board member nomination/election
7. Pocket park – Ginger Ogilvie

VII. New Business

A.  Since LeRoy Harvey has done so much to create and maintain SEMCA’s website and created the marble-e-news e-mail system, it was moved by Shafarman, seconded by Veltema to recognize LeRoy Harvey by presenting him with an appropriate gift of appreciation.  Motion passed.  Hunt and Shafarman will purchase the gift.  LeRoy will be invited to attend a Board meeting to honor him or Hunt will take it to him at his home.

B. Neighborhood garage sale – Aug. 24 – 11:00-4:00 at Edgewood Church.  Bailey and SEMCA residents can set up tables to sell their own items or donate their items.  Mahler will forward information regarding the sale to LeRoy Harvey to get it on the web site and marble-e-news.  Bill Mahler will be asked to make sure SEMCA residents are notified by fliers.

C. Dog Day/Party – Gene Kales will write an article for the newsletter regarding  a dog party while also trying to determine what interest there is in dog owners getting together.

D. SEMCA picnic – Sept. 9 (rain date – Sept. 16th) 
1.  Schuesler will ask Paul Furtaw to check with residents who live on the last block of Wayland to make sure they are OK with the picnic on their block.  
2. Discussion regarding offering higher quality meat or veggie burgers and whole wheat buns.  It was moved by Siegmann, seconded by Mahler to have Hunt purchase the meat/buns/condiments for the picnic. Motion passed.
3. Siegmann volunteered to provide the water and a large water jug.  This will eliminate providing bottled water.

4. Schuesler has the SEMCA’s supply of paper products including napkins, paper plates, cups, utensils and name tags.

5. Schuesler volunteered to put an ice breaker/trivia/questionnaire together to create more conversation among all neighbors.  Fall mums will be given to the top three who answer the most correct answers.

6. Kales will create the flier.  Schuesler will get it printed at city hall.  Mahler will get it distributed.

E.  Fall membership meeting – Oct. 21 – 6:00 p.m. Edgewood Church

1.  Shafarman brought up the concern about the difficulty in hearing speakers in the large room where SEMCA usually meets. Mahler will ask Edgewood if SEMCA can use a microphone.  It was also suggested to arrange the tables differently and have speakers closer to the audience.

2. Agenda will include the following
a.  Board member nomination – Veltema, Mahler and Siegmann agreed to continue on the board for another 3 years.

b. Neighborhood Watch – Joanne Weidig, Ginger Ogilvie and Community Police officer 
c. Benefits of SEMCA membership, purpose of SEMCA, and different situations in the neighborhood and what SEMCA can do will be discussed at the next Board meeting.  i.e. loud families

  VII.  Old Business

A.  Hunt is asking other neighborhood associations what they have done to acquire signs that announce their neighborhood  meetings.

B. 2006/07 Goals

1.  Hagadorn road lane changes are still under consideration.  SEMCA has 2 representatives attending the meetings, LeRoy Harvey and Phil Howard.  SEMCA will not take a position on the changes as there is too much controversy from both sides.
2. No update on Burcham Park.

3. No report on the pocket park at the northeast corner of Mt. Vernon and Moorland.

C.  Neighborhood Watch

Joanne Weidig and Ginger Ogilvie have been working on getting neighbors signed up for Neighborhood Watch.

There will be an article in the fall newsletter explaining what Neighborhood Watch is and how to get names on the list.  A sign up sheet will be available at the SEMCA picnic 9/9/07.  This will also be discussed at the general membership meeting in October.  Arrangements are being made for those who do not want certain information available for everyone.  
D.  Dog Issues

Shafarman  contacted the Dept. of Public works about putting containers holding bags for dog owners to use to clean up after their pets.  The city is not interested in allowing these containers to be put up on the right of way.  The city is more interested in having property owners volunteer to put the containers on their own properties.  Discussion followed about what SEMCA should do to follow up on this problem.  Suggestions made were:  1. Purchase yard signs, “Clean up after your dog!” available for purchase at membership meetings, 2.  Buy poop bags in bulk and provide containers throughout the neighborhood.  No action was taken.

E.  Agenda items for the 11/4/07 Board meeting at Vicki Shafarman’s 1605 Linden.

1.  New Business
a.  Benefits of SEMCA
b. Election of officers

2.  Old Business

       Neighborhood Watch

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

 Next Board meeting:  Sunday Nov. 4, 2007 – 6:00 p.m. 1605 Linden, Vicki Shafarman’s.
THESE MINUTES WERE APPROVED AS WRITTEN AT THE SEMCA BOARD MEETING NOV. 4, 2007
