SEMCA BOARD MINUTES

FEBRUARY 10, 2008

1530 Mt. Vernon

Terry Hunt’s Home

I.  Welcome & Roll Call – Pres. Hunt called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m.

A.  Board members present:  Terry Hunt,  Marguerite Mahler, Vicki Shafarman, Bruce Veltema, Maggie Schuesler

B. Board members absent:  Doris Siegmann

C. Others present:  Eugene Kales, Ginger Ogilvie, Joanne Weidig, Farid Nossoni, Dolly Schwartz

II. Agenda was approved with the correction to the numbering, changing Old Business to IX and Adjournment to X.

III. Minutes of the Nov. 4, 2007 Board meeting were approved with the following corrections:  VIII. New Business, D.  It was suggested that a questionnaire be developed, which would be sent to Board members.  Shafarman would help develop this questionnaire if this was what the Board wanted.  Amundsen’s name should be omitted from this part of the suggested questionnaire.  

Shafarman moved to approve the minutes with these corrections.  Mahler seconded.  Motion passed.

IV. Communications from SEMCA  residents:

Hunt reported that he had received a phone call from a resident on Melrose who was anonymously  sent a note saying don’t dump Christmas trees or any other stuff in the park located at the end of Melrose.  This resident said that he had not placed anything in the park.  He then put up a sign that said he did not dump in the park.  As a result, he got a Christmas tree dropped in his yard.  Then he called the E.L. police and they wrote a report.  Hunt wanted the Board members to be aware of this incident.

V. President’s Report – Terry Hunt

Hunt reported that he had attended the meeting with other Neighborhood Associations Presidents and Mayor Loomis.  Fred Bauries, from the Avondale neighborhood, will no longer be President of this group as he has moved to Whitehills.  At this meeting the Mayor reported his list of priorities.  Hunt will send a copy of these priorities as soon as he receives them from the city.  

The Mayor also stated that neighborhood Presidents will be kept informed of the development of West Village and the City Center II project.   Without prior city knowledge or approval, the developer announced that a hotel will be built instead of the planned housing.  Nossoni volunteered to e-mail information on the Planning Commission meeting to discuss the West Village/City Center II project.

VI. Financial Report – Vicki Shafarman

Balance on hand of 2/10/08 is   $1,300.48.  No disbursements have been made.

VII. Committee Reports

Newsletter – Gene Kales

A.  No winter newsletter will be written.

B. The spring newsletter will include the following articles:  (1) Info on the general membership spring potluck/meeting, (2) Asking for volunteers to help distribute the newsletter, (3) Greater Lansing Garden Project – Schwartz, (4) Neighborhood Watch info – Weidig, (5) Mayor’s priorities – Hunt, (6) Pocket park – Ogilvie, (7) SEMCares introduction – Shafarman, (8) Dog issues – Shafarman, (9) CRC info – Nossoni, (10) Snow shoveling angels – Schuesler, (11) Bus trip interest?? (12)  What are the needs of SEMCA residents?

VIII. New Business

A.  Ann Nichols from the Oakwood Neighborhood gave a report on what home owners did to encourage good relationships with individuals who are renting in their neighborhood.  They worked closely with the CRC intern who helped them meet the student renters.  A map was created and distributed to show which were the permanent residents and which were the rentals.  During welcome week the permanent neighbors were encouraged to welcome the student renters by meeting them and giving them baked goods.  A coordinator made sure these contacts were made.  It was a positive way to become good neighbors.  An outline on how this was accomplished will be sent to Board members.

Nichols also expressed her concern with the new City Center II development.  She encouraged anyone who was interested to attend the Planning Commission meeting on 2/13/08 or write a letter/e-mail to City Council members or the Planning Commission.  

B.  An owner of a bus company has been sending information to neighborhood associations about possible fund raisers by going to ball games, museums, shopping malls, etc. etc.  Nossoni stated that the CRC may be interested in being part of this fund raiser.  Hunt will locate the e-mail sent to him and send it on to Board members.

Nossoni also stated that CATA is having a meeting where individuals will be able to express their opinions regarding the proposed increase in fares.

C.  No further discussion on SEMCA/community needs assessment.  This will be an agenda item for the fall membership meeting.

D. Two representatives from the SEMCA neighborhood have been interviewed by the East Lansing Housing & Neighborhood Services Board. Kales moved to approve Julie Rojewski, on Mt. Vernon and Carol Brito, on Linden, with Mary Szlachetka, on Mt. Vernon, as alternate, to be representatives for the SEMCA neighborhood.  Mahler seconded.  Motion passed.  

IX. Old Business

A.  Kales will create a sample of the meeting signs for the next Board meeting

B. Review of 2007/08 Goals

1.  SEMCares -  There was concern expressed that there is no specific definition or progress on what this project should be.  It was suggested that the Board have an opportunity to discuss what their role should be and what is meant by community building.  This will be an agenda item for the next Board meeting.

2. No update on Burcham Park.

3. Ogilvie reported that the pocket park on the north/west corner of Mt. Vernon and Moorland was approved at the City Council work session on 1/8/08.  This property will be included in the Master Parks Plan.  Suggestions for the park’s name will be included in an article in the next newsletter.  The city will place picnic tables in this park sometime in the spring.  Further development with play equipment will take time and financial resources.

C. The reconstruction progress at 402 N. Hagadorn was discussed.  Annette Irwin, from the city’s code enforcement department, has stated that the landlord is making reasonable progress in refurbishing his property.  Residents who live nearby have expressed their frustration with his progress.  Nossoni volunteered to bring this property to the attention of the USC, University Student Commission.  Shafarman also volunteered to draft a letter expressing concern from the SEMCA Board.

D. No update on Neighborhood Watch.  Weidig hopes to have revitalization in April.

E. LeRoy Harvey was very grateful of his gift from SEMCA.

F. No dog owner issues at this time.

G. No update on Bylaws.  Clarification was made that ex-officio members can make motions and vote.

H. Next Board meeting will meet at Mahler’s home, March 30, 2008.  Agenda items will include: role of Board members in community building.

I. Agenda items for the May 18, 2008 general membership/potluck meeting will include:  block grant explanation.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Next Board meeting  -  Sunday, March 30, 2008, 6:00 p.m. -  331 Margaret 
Next general membership meeting  -  Sunday, May 18, 2008, 6:00 p.m.  -  Edgewood United Church, 469 N. Hagadorn 
These minutes were approved as written at the 3/30/08 SEMCA Board meeting.
