SEMCA BOARD MINUTES
August 3, 2008

631 Wayland Ave

Maggie Schuesler’s Home

I.  Welcome & Roll Call – Pres. Hunt called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.


A. Board members present:  Terry Hunt, Marguerite Mahler, Vicki Shafarman,  Doris 

Siegmann, Maggie Schuesler

B. Board members absent:  Bruce Veltema

C. Others present:  Julie Rojewski

II. Agenda was approved with no additions.
III. Minutes of the March 30, 2008 Board meeting were approved as written.  Siegmann moved.  Mahler seconded.

IV. Communicates from SEMCA residents and others

A.  Written communication was the SEMCares flyer which was distributed late June.

B. Hunt received a phone call from Hugh Clarke’s campaign manager for permission for Clarke, who is running for 30th Circuit judge, to attend SEMCA’s meetings before the election.  After much discussion, the Board decided that SEMCA should remain as apolitical as possible.  The meetings will not be a public forum for candidates.  Shafarman moved that (1) political candidates will not have an opportunity to comment during SEMCA meetings, (2) SEMCA residents, who are running for an office, will be allowed to speak during comment time only as a resident of SEMCA and (3) candidates may meet and greet residents before or after the meetings.  Rojewski seconded.  Motion passed.
V. President’s Report -  Terry Hunt


A.  Hunt reported that Mayor Vic Loomis is re-invigorating the Neighborhood Associations Presidents meetings.

B. The progress of City Center II was discussed.  There are still many concerns.  Mayor Loomis will be invited to the Oct. 5 general membership meeting to present an update on City Center II.  Hunt will invite the Mayor.
VI. Financial Report – Treasurer Vicki Shafarman

       Balance on hand is $1,320.92.  One disbursement of $43.56

VII.  Committee Reports
A.  Newsletter

1.  All articles should be submitted for the fall newsletter by Sept. 8.  It will be distributed the weekend of Sept. 20-21.  Mahler will coordinate distribution.
2. Articles will include the following:

a. General membership meeting announcement which will include the agenda of (1.)  Update on City Center II – Mayor Vic Loomis (2.) election of Board member to finish Mahler’s term (3.) SEMCares update – Shafarman (4.) Neighbohood Watch update – Hunt.

b. SEMCARES – Shafarman

c. Pocket park update – Ogilvie

d. Neighborhood Watch request for new coordinator – Schuesler & Weidig

e. E.L. info of Dept. of Public works & dates of leaf pick up, & new recycling site

f. List of voter forums – Hunt

g. Request for volunteers to help deliver newsletters.

3. Siegmann will ask Louise Partridge if she would be able to work on the newsletter.

VIII. New Business

A.  Picnic  Planning 9/7/08  - green as possible
1.  Location will be in new park on the corner of Mt. Vernon & Moorland from 3 – 6 p.m.
2. After much discussion it was decided that SEMCA will not provide the hamburgers & hotdogs as in the past.  Residents will be asked to bring entrées and salads.

3. Siegmann will make the arrangements to provide 1 or 2 McDonald’s drink containers.  Hunt will inquire at GFS for large quantities of lemonade and ice tea.

4. SEMCA will provide dessert which will be a cake with the wording “FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS WELCOME TO OUR PARK” as decoration.  Shafarman will be responsible for the cake order.

5. Flyer will be distributed the weekend of Aug. 23 & 24.  Mahler will coordinate.
6. Everyone will be asked to bring their own table service, picnic table or blanket or chairs.  SEMCA will provide forks & plates for dessert.

7. Board members were asked to come early to help set up.

8. Schuesler will make arrangements to have a EL fire truck visit during the picnic.

9. Mahler will ask Bob Rentschler to come as a clown.

10. Shafarman & Schuesler will create an ice breaker, which will provide interesting questions about different SEMCA residents.  

B. Agenda items & planning for general membership meeting 10/5/08

1.  Mahler will confirm with Edgewood Church on the date, time and room.

2. Agenda items will include: 

  a.  Election of Board member to finish Mahler’s term of 2 years.

b.  City Center II update – Mayor Loomis

  c.  Review of goals:  SEMCares, Burcham Park and pocket park

 d.  Neighborhood Watch update


       C.  SEMCA website was discussed.  Hunt will ask LeRoy Harvey  to archive old information.

IX. Old Business

A.  Schuesler will ask Gene Kales how much he will be able to do regarding the signs for the picnic and membership meeting.  
B. Review 2007/08 Goals

1.  SEMCares flyer was distributed late June.  It was suggested that the print be larger on future       flyers.  Sept. dates will be on the back of the picnic flyer.  Next SEMCares meeting will be Sunday, Aug. 24, 6:30 p.m. at 631 Wayland.

2.    No update on Burcham Park
3. Pocket park plans will be presented at the Oct. membership meeting.  
C.  No update on 402 N. Hagadorn

D. No update on Neighborhood Watch

E. Hometown Housing Partnership HHP update was presented by Rojewski earlier in the meeting as she had to leave early.  
1. Two families are going through the review process of being eligible for the HOAP funding.  
2.  MSHDA will provide grant money to HHP, approximately $137,000

3. The Ingham County Land Bank and HHP are beginning to work collaboratively on a Wolf Ct. home that is in foreclosure.
4. EHOP – MSU & EL will provide 3 university employees and 3 city of EL employees each with a $5,000 loan if they purchase a home in the target neighborhoods of EL.  It is not income limited and will be forgiven if they live in the home for at least 5 years.

F.  Next Board meeting will be Nov. 2 at Shafarman’s home, 1605 Linden.  Agenda items will be election of officers, 08/09 goals, SEMCares and new park.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Next membership meeting – Oct 5, 2008 – 6:00 p.m. Edgewood Church

Next Board meeting – Nov. 2, 2008 – 6:00 p.m.  1605 Linden 

These minutes were approved as written at the 11/2/08 meeting of the SEMCA Board of Directors.
