SEMCA BOARD MINUTES
MARCH 30, 2008
331 Margaret

Marguerite Mahler’s Home


I.  Welcome & Roll Call – Pres. Hunt called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m.

A.  Board members present:  Terry Hunt, Marguerite Mahler, Vicki Shafarman, Bruce Veltema, Maggie Schuesler

B. Board members absent:  Doris Siegmann

C. Others present:  Gene Kales, Bill Mahler, Farid Nossoni, Dolly Schwartz

II. Agenda was approved with the addition of VII New Business, A. SEMCA representative for meetings that Hunt cannot attend.
III. Minutes of the 2/10/08 were approved as written.  Shafarman moved. Mahler seconded.

IV. Communications from SEMCA residents

Copies of letters from EL mayor, city manager and the Thomas’s of 334 Hagadorn regarding the rental property at 402-404 Hagadorn were distributed.  

V. President’s Report – Terry Hunt


Mary Jo DeHaven, Abbot Parkside Assoc., is the new Neighborhood Assoc. President.  Hunt is the Vice President.

VI.  Financial Report – Treasurer Vicki Shafarman

Balance on hand is $1,300.48.  No disbursements.

VII.   Committee Reports

Kales will have the newsletter ready for distribution 2 weeks before the spring Membership/potluck meeting on 5/18/08.  It will include: (see 2/10/08 Board minutes VII, B.)
1.  Agenda items for the 5/18 meeting.

2. Dog issues:  city code, reminder to pick up after your pets  

3. Flyer for the CRC/Edgewood Church 8/22 garage sale

4. CRC update

5. Community gardens

6. Neighborhood watch update

VIII.  New Business

Hunt will not be able to attend City/Neighborhood Pres. Association meetings in April and May.  Mahler volunteered to attend the 4/28 meeting and Shafarman will attend the 5/19 meeting.  Both meet at the Hannah Community Center at 7:00 p.m.

IX. Old Business

A. Kales presented an example of the signs that he can make to announce SEMCA meetings and picnic.  These will be placed at strategic places throughout the neighborhood.  Schuesler moved to approve Kales making these signs, and purchase the necessary supplies.  Shafarman seconded.  Motion passed.  

Professional printing costs will also be explored, if necessary.
B. Review of 2007/08 Goals

1.  SEMCares discussion will follow meeting adjournment.

2. Burcham Park – no update

3. Pocket park – no update
C. The lengthy time of improvements at the rental property at 402 N. Hagadorn has become a concern of neighbors and SEMCA.  Nossoni reported that Annette Irwin of the city’s Code Enforcement Dept., felt that a letter from SEMCA to the rental property owners would be beneficial.  Schuesler moved to send a letter from SEMCA to the property owners stating SEMCA’s concern of the lack of timely progress on improvements to this property.  Mahler seconded.  Motion passed.  Hunt will send the letter.

D. Neighborhood Watch – no update

E. After much discussion of SEMCA’s involvement and potential benefits from the proposed bus fund raiser, it was decided not to pursue it any further.

F. East Lansing Housing & Neighborhood Services, ELHNS, has become the Home Town Housing Partnership, HTHP.  Carol Brito or Julie Rojewski, SEMCA representatives, will be asked to give an update at the May 18th general membership meeting and at future Board meetings.  Schuesler volunteered to contact them.

G. Dog owner issues -   After much discussion about what an article in the newsletter should include, such as the city code enforcing dog owners to pick up after their dogs, no conclusion was reached.  An article about pets will be written for the newsletter when it is clear what the issues are. 
H. The Aug. 3, 2008 Board meeting will be at Schuesler’s home.
I. Agenda items for the General membership/Potluck meeting 5/18

a. Burcham Park update

b. Pocket part update

c. Neighborhood Watch update

d. HTHP update

e. SEMCares

Meeting was adjourned.

Discussion followed regarding what direction the Board was interested in going regarding responsibility, SEMCares and community building.

Shafarman expressed her thoughts about the potential that could be developed in the SEMCA community.  i.e.  car pooling to grocery stores, community garden, seminars of composting, moving away from plastics, decomposing of dog poop, opportunities to help others.
She also suggested the web site eHope.nu as a site to visit and get ideas.


Questions asked were:  How can we start?  How can SEMCA help?  Other ideas were to develop a resource list of reliable workers that neighbors have used and a list of neighbors who are willing to share their expertise.  LeRoy Harvey has a section on the SEMCA website which residents can share their interests, expertise and other information. 


This will be an agenda item for the general membership meeting on May 18th.
Meeting and discussion ended at 8:25 p.m.

Next Board meeting:  Sunday, Aug. 3, 2008  -  6:00 p.m.  -  631 Wayland Ave.  

These minutes were approved as written at the 8/3/08 SEMCA Board of Directors meeting.
