SEMCA BOARD MEETING

MINUTES

FEBRUARY 12, 2006

6:00 p.m.

331 Margaret

Marguerite Mahler’s Home

Board Members Present:  Hunt, Mahler, Schuesler, Siegmann, Spielberg, and Veltema

Absent:  None

Others:  Bill Mahler, Gene Kales, Paul Furtaw, Cheyney Dobson

I. Minutes of the Nov. 6, 2005 Board meeting were approved as written.

II. Communications from SEMCA residents

Cheney Dobson, student representative from the Community Relations Coalition, also a resident in the SEMCA neighborhood, presented what project the Coalition is working on at this time.  It is a survey of residents in the Bailey and Oak Hill neighborhoods.  The objective is to find what norms everyone can agree on to make a compatible neighborhood.  For more information go to the website of  ‘wealllivehere.org’.  Cheney also would like suggestions/ideas as to what the Community Relations Coalition can do for the SEMCA neighborhood.

III. President’s Report  - Terry Hunt

A. Report from the Neighborhood Associations meeting included information on a Capital Improvement Grant.  Ron Springer, city employee, should be contacted about a park on Mt. Vernon for next year.

The Crystal Award is still taking nominations.  They will be awarded on 4/24/06.

Hannah Community Center is being subsidized by the city.  A committee is being formed to help create ideas for marketing the facilities and a potential use for the 3rd floor.  All ideas are welcome.

The East Lansing Review Committee, which has been reviewing the disturbance and aftermath of the NCAA basketball game in 2005, has presented their report.  The report can be viewed at the city’s website.  Mark Meadows, city council, is the person to contact if anyone has further suggestions or ideas.

B. City Council is working on the Strategic Priorities for 2006-07.  Board                                members will be e-mailed a copy of these within the next few days.  Any           comments/suggestions can be directed to Hunt.

IV. Financial Report – Treasurer Maria Spielberg

A. Current balance as of 2/10/06 is   $1,471.97
B. Spielberg, Hunt and Mahler will sign signature cards so that they can sign checks.  Two signatures will be required for all checks.

C. SEMCA’s account has been changed from National City Bank to Summit Bank as of 2/01/06.

V. New Business

A. The newsletter was will be distributed 2 times a year, before the spring and fall general membership meetings.  Gene Kales volunteered to put the newsletter together.  Schuesler agreed to assist. The city will print and collate.  Hunt will get details as to who should be contacted at city hall for doing this.  Information for the spring newsletter should include the announcement of the general membership potluck on April 23; sign up for the Marble e-news; flowers to be planted on the corners (Siegmann will get details on availability.); update on By-laws; and encouraging residents to pay annual dues.

B. The spring general membership meeting was discussed. It will be a potluck.  Mahler will check on Edgewood church.  Hunt will check with McDonald middle school.  Jim Cassidy, from the East Lansing Housing & Neighborhood Services Board, will be invited to speak on HOAP (Home Owners Assistance Program) and other programs they have.     

VI. Old Business

A. The By-laws committee, Spielberg, Siegmann, and Veltema, presented their revisions.  After reviewing each revision, Siegmann moved to accept the By-laws as revised.  Schuesler seconded.  Motion passed.  Spielberg will send a completed revised copy to each Board member.    

B. The Rental Restriction Overlay Ordinance 1131, which prohibits any new rental licenses in the SEMCA neighborhood, was approved by City Council on February 7, 2006.

C. SEMCA goals for 2005-06

1. Fred Bauries will keep SEMCA updated on any new developments with changes being made to Hagadorn road.

2. A family picnic at Patriarch Park is a possibility.  Some kind of SEMCA neighborhood picnic will be planned.

3. Burcham Park has been in the news for being a possible dog park.  There is a on going law suit involving home owners and the city that has to be resolved before any development can be done.  

4. Home ownership assistance will be encouraged whenever possible.  Hunt will pass it on during the Neighborhood Association meetings that it should be an on going reminder to realtors.

VII. Meeting was adjourned.

Next Board meeting   -    May 7, 2006   -   Maria Spielberg’s 1857 Burrwood

Approved 5/7/06

