When asked if there was a summary of the bills…

Rep. Opsommer responded…


Bills typically do not get a formal analysis done on them until they go to committee.

 

The shorter one is self explanatory.  Since this is not an official analysis, please accept this as a short FYI for you only, and not to be forwarded to others as this is not official and has not gone through the lawyers.

 

The longer one creates a new program, that is called the "expanded capacity" program that builds off of the "net metering" program that was just passed.  You will need to have a full understanding of net to understand both programs.  Greg White at MPSC could help you, Terry Link at MSU or Corry Connely/Dan Blue at MSU could as well.

 

Net metering is good, but it has limitations.  Chiefly, the entity can only put in renewable equipment that is sized to meet its energy needs.  So for some people, they have a lot of renewable energy options that go to waste.  Here are two examples:

 

A rural school may be able to put up a turbine. Right now if they put up a turbine(s) in combination with solar panels, it can only be sized to try to meet the energy they consume. So a school that is going through the hassle of doing this may only be able to put up 1/2 the panels their roof has capacity for.  Of a put up a much smaller turbine.  This bill allows schools to put up something bigger.  What will they do with the excess they generate?  They can sell it (or give it) to other public users.  So a school district may have 10 schools in it but only one location where a turbine can get put up.  Now, they could put up a turbine to supply more than just their school, but some of the other schools in the district.

 

A rural farm may have a dairy farm that produces a lot of manure.  They can put in a methane digester to produce power from that manure, but only enough to power their farm.  The rest of the poop goes to waste so to speak.  Under this bill, they could put in a methane digester sized to handle all of their manure, turn it into energy, and sell it to schools, libraries, etc. at a cheap price (cheaper than schools are paying now). 

 

Under current net metering, without this bill, they could only do projects sized for their own use.  That is good, but their are some unique situations where if they are going to do this, we want them to be able to maximize the efforts to some reasonable degree.  The utilities may say this bill goes too far, but we did keep them in mind and limited who could do this and who they could sell to.

 

You should talk with Kevin Meaton (Project Green) or Dan Blue / Cory COnnely (Roosevelt Institute at MSU)

Respectfully in Service,

 

Paul Opsommer

State Representative, 93rd District

http://www.gophouse.com/news.asp?District=93
Revolving Loan Fund for Schools   4243
Why limit to schools

Where up front $ come from

Who’s going to monitor spending

Will it affect tuition rates?

Who will schools contract with to do the work?

Will a grant be required?

How funded after money is gone?

How does stimulus money fit in?

Would they be able to use/train AEET students in mfg/maintenance/installation

What are requirements for labor (employee/volunteer/liability)

What criteria / how much savings to qualify for loan?

What schools are eligible?

Potential role for energy managers?

Are they going to buy locally - hire local

What is the educational program to promote energy efficiency opportunities

 


Lobbying - Getting the Word Out
Lobbying - get others interested

Is net metering on the radar?  

Policy issues are complex are - put in lay terms

PSAs

Networking / Facebook

What are other schools doing?

State alternative energy site for networking ?

Powershift

Our field might have more students

What schools have alternative energy programs?

Clubs

Wayne State, LCC, Grand Valley, Muskegon Community, Lawrence Tech, U of M, Kettering,

Small steps

 4652 - Net metering:

 Can they introduce a limited # of bills in their term

How much research is done about what is going on in other states

Are consumers doing net metering - are they selling back, making money, how much sold for

Energy optimization ? 86 ? Carter Act ? utilities HAVE to provide audits ? what utilities provide, public/private utilities

This bill is an attempt to define netmetering ? and how will it be implemented

How much can you put back in ?

True Net Metering - full price vs. wholesale

Commercial vs. Residential

Carbon credits - carbon cap  (limit amount consumers pay) 

Equity

Ability to monitor savings

Frame it in terms of actual question

Who’s done research already?

April's First Friday Land Use Luncheon
April's First Friday Land Use Luncheon will feature a talk and slide show by Rory Neuner, Urban Policy Specialist, Michigan Environmental Council.  Her talk will be titled "Urban Sustainability: Lessons Lansing Can Learn from Chicago."  Rory has provided the following description:

Lansing-area native Rory Neuner spent several years working, living, and studying in Chicago, spending her time working as a Mayoral Fellow at the City of Chicago Mayor's Office and an as a graduate student intern for Chicago Metropolis 2020, and finally, earning a master's degree public policy from the University of Chicago. Now the Urban Policy Specialist at the Michigan Environmental Council, Rory will present lessons that the City of Lansing and the Capital Region can learn from her Chicago experiences. She will present three innovations -- one from government, one from the social / non-profit community, and an innovation from the business community, and will translate these Chicago examples into ideas for how citizens, government, businesses, and organizations in Lansing can create a more sustainable metropolis.
The buffet lunch and presentation will run from Noon to 1:00, Friday, April 3, at the Central United Methodist Church, corner of Ottawa and Capital in Downtown Lansing.  

Lansing-area native Rory Neuner spent several years working, living, and studying in Chicago, spending her time working as a Mayoral Fellow at the City of Chicago Mayor's Office and an as a graduate student intern for Chicago Metropolis 2020, and finally, earning a master's degree public policy from the University of Chicago. Now the Urban Policy Specialist at the Michigan Environmental Council, Rory will present lessons that the City of Lansing and the Capital Region can learn from her Chicago experiences. She will present three innovations -- one from government, one from the social / non-profit community, and an innovation from the business community, and will translate these Chicago examples into ideas for how citizens, government, businesses, and organizations in Lansing can create a more sustainable metropolis.

STUDENT ENERGY UPDATE FROM A FORMER AEET STUDENT

Exams are just around the corner, but 2009 is the final in which we decide to rise to the challenge of recreating our economy and significantly mitigating climate change ............ or just hunkering down and hoping for the best.  
We need to finish this year with strong and bold action!
We have some updates for everyone on upcoming events and projects.  Including an Michigan Student Sustainability Coalition rally that we need everyone of you at on April 15th in Bay City, Michigan.
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1.    Bay City Renew Michigan Rally – April 15th
 
RENEW MICHIGAN RALLY
Stop the Bay City Coal Plant
Thursday April 15th
Bay Valley Resort and Conference Center, Royal Troon Room, 2470 Old Bridge Road, Bay City, MI 48706
4:30 p.m.
Bay City, Michigan
 
Last month the MSSC had its first big coal plant victory when the Northern Michigan University coal plant was stopped.  While this was a huge victory in itself, Consumers Energy is trying to push another coal plant proposal in the Bay area of Michigan.  This coal plant proposal in Bay City is a much bigger threat to Michigan and is the largest proposed coal plant (930 MW) in Michigan.
 
Fortunately the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality has provided us an opportunity to stop the plant at upcoming public hearings and we’re holding a rally on April 15th at the second day of the public hearings!!
PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND the MDEQ Consumers Energy Public Hearings! 
 
WHAT: to participate and speak at a public demonstration for Green Jobs, Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and let the DEQ know why we need an alternative to the Consumers Energy's proposed 930MW coal plant.
 
WHEN: The Rally will be held before the Public Hearing on Thursday, April 15th 2009, 4:30 to 6:00 pm.  After the rally we will enter the public hearing starting at 7 p.m.
 
WHY: This is the Largest of the 8 coal plants proposed in MI and must be stopped to achieve a clean energy future. We need YOU and all of our allies to attend this critical demonstration and to make a strong public statement.
 
This is the first MI Department of Environmental Quality air permit informational session since Governor Granholm's Executive Directive for 45% reduction of fossil fuel use by the year 2020. We need to support our Governor for the action plans to reduce green house gasses and jump start our economy in MI.
 
Please contact, Lee Sprague @ 616.570.1281 lee.sprague@sierraclub.org for additional information. 
More Information about the Hearings and the Coal Plant:
April (Tues.) 14th @ 7pm preceded by an informational session in Open House format 6-7pm again @Bay Valley Resort & Conference Center, Royal Troon Rm, 2470 Old Bridge Rd, Bay City, MI 48706
April (Wed.) 15th @12-2pm & again @7pm w/info session in Open House format from 6-7pm again @Bay Valley Resort & Conference Center
You can review Consumers Energy’s permit to install application at http://www.deq.state.mi.us/aps/downloads/rop/pub_ntce/roppn.shtml
Visit www.CleanEnergyNowMi.org to find out more about concerns with this permit application.  
COMMENTS CAN ALSO BE SUBMITTED ONLINE IF YOU AREN’T ABLE TO ATTEND:  
Go to www.CleanEnergyNowMi.org and click on the TAKE ACTION option on the top of the homepage….where there are 3 optional letters regarding Mercury, Global Warming & Health concerns that you can chose from.  NOTE- If you can, it’s important to individualize the letter you choose, by adding in your own additional comment(s) in the box provided.  The website also contains information on the Coal Rush to our state along with information regarding the 7 other proposed coal plants for Michigan. 
   
For more information contact or visit www.CleanEnergyNowMi.org 
2.    Continue the Power Shift
 
We're about to bring the Power Shift home in a big way, friends.
 
As you read this, political insiders and entrenched interests are meeting with OUR city councilors, OUR mayors, and OUR governors about how to spend millions of OUR economic recovery dollars and how not to pass bold climate legislation that protects OUR future. 
 
The best time - maybe the only time - to make sure our demands are met is in April, when your members of Congress will be back home in your state and district for their two-week April recess. 
 
So let's get some FACE TIME.
 
http://local.powershift09.org  
 
We're only three months into 2009, and you've already done so much to push for bold climate action, but we can't let up.
 
Your elected leaders need to hear from you loud and clear before they come back to Washington.
 
The goal: ensure that the Economic Recovery money creates green jobs for the people that need them most, and that our elected officials pass a bill with strong caps on carbon pollution THIS YEAR.
 
So here's what you can do:
 
a) Host a local meeting in your community with your fellow citizens and your elected officials.  We'll be working alongside you to make sure as many people as possible can connect with you and your meeting.
 
http://local.powershift09.org 
 
b) Become an evangelist all over the web with the I'm Ready Icon (as seen onstage at Power Shift '09, with Van Jones and the staff of Green For All).  Make it your own and share with your networks!
 
http://icon.greenforall.org 
 
This is the fight of our lifetimes, and victory is the only acceptable outcome.  But it's not going to be easy.  
 
Our elected officials need to hear from us.  Not once. Not alone. But every day, growing louder, person by person, school by school, community by community, until this country echoes with the same demand: "It's time for a Power Shift!"
 

Ready to plug in locally?  Contact Brandon Knight, Michigan Power Shift Organizer @ 248.521.4219 or brandon@globalexchange.org
 
 
3.    Upcoming Events
 
Besides Michigan State being in the final four, we have three amazing events MSSC’ers are planning this weekend all over the state.  Try to show up to one or more!   Too bad these all couldn’t be featured events of the MSSC, we just have so much going on this weekend!
 
1.    Growing a Green Midwest Economy – Michigan State University
2.    The Superior Water Festival – Northern Michigan University
3.    Michigan Social Justice Conference – University of Michigan – Ann Arbor
 
1.    Growing a Green Midwest Economy Launch Event 
 
Organized by the Roosevelt Institute and MSSC member Dan Blue.  
 
April 3, 2009 
Michigan State University
MSU Union Second Floor
East Lansing, MI
 

Register here: http://rooseveltinstitution.org/chapterheads/midwest/greenmidwestlaunch 

 
Conference Schedule
MSU Union 2nd Floor
11:00 - 11:30: Welcome and Introductions
11:30 - 12:00: Keynote Address 
12:15 - 1:15: Policy Panels
1:15 - 2:15: Lunch 
2:30 - 3:30: Policy Panels 
3:35 - 4:15: Implementation Panel 
4:15 - 5:00: Closing and Networking 
Keynote Address 
Dr. Mark Largent, Director of the Science, Technology, and Environmen​tal Public Policy program and Professor at James Madison College, will be delivering the keynote for the event. He will speak on the impor​tance of student engagement in the policy process and the future of the green economy in Michigan and the Midwest.
Policy Panels
Panel topics are as follows: Greening Universities, Michigan Feed-in-Tariffs, Urban Revival and Greening, and Net Metering and Revolving Loan Funds for Public Schools. Student authors will present their work to panels consisting of elected officials, policy makers from Michigan government, representatives from important non-profit groups, and university officials.
About the 2008-2009 Regional Policy Journal
Roosevelt institution’s Midwestern Regional Policy Journal brings the organization’s members from across the Midwest together to learn about and strategize the future of the region’s environmental policy. The work is diverse in scope and topic but it all focuses on how local and state governments can capitalize on the “green” revolution. Growing a Green Midwestern Economy is part of a region-wide, environmental policy movement that is being led from the ground up.
 
2.    Superior Water Festival
 
WEBSITE: http://www.thewaterfestival.com/2ndindex.php 
We’re also on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/group.php?gid=55999911461&ref=mf. 
Friday, April 3rd - Sunday, April 5th 
Northern Michigan University in Marquette, Michigan. 
 
A coalition of Northern Michigan University student and area community organizations invite you to join regional water luminaries, local legends, world-class Michigan musicians and students from Northern and all over the state for a weekend of music, food, community, panels, workshops, a marshland parade, dances, and celebration to protect our water locally and address global challenges on 

Friday's activities will include guided hikes throughout the day and a concert in the evening with Mike Waite, Breathe Owl Breathe and Grassmonkey. Saturday will mark the start of on-campus festivities at 10:00 a.m. and will continue until 5:00 p.m., followed by an evening potluck, film showing by Jeff Gibbs and concert by the Earthwork Music Collective. Sunday's schedule will be much like Saturday's as the SWF will take place on campus from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Panels, workshops, films and presentations will cover topics such as: the spirituality/symbolism of water in different cultures/religions; food systems, ethics and its impact on our environment; Great Lakes/Superior watershed discussions; case studies on the past, present and future of dams; Native American/First Nations unique perspective on and relationship with water; health and social justice issues pertaining to water; and the legacy of mining in the U.P. and its impact, among others. 

There will be many family-oriented activities throughout the weekend including music by the Earthwork musicians, NMU students and Michigan performers, the Marshland kids' parade, story-telling, poetry readings, Native American dance and a community sing. 

Please join our coalition to celebrate the water and culture of the Great Lakes Basin and the U.P. For more information, please email us at cyoungma@nmu.edu. 

The event is free and open to the public. 


3.    Michigan Social Justice Conference
 

UM Social Justice Conference 2009
 
Finding a new way forward through our common struggles
Last chance to register!
 
April 4th, Dana Building
Don't wait! Register now!
 
 with student-led discussion/workshops on:
- human rights, animal rights, environmental rights, civil rights, labor rights, immigrants' rights, gender/sexuality rights, drug policy reform, campus campaigning/collaboration
 
with insight from:
-Keith McHenry (Food Not Bombs)
-Hector Aristizábal (SOA Watch, Theater of the Oppressed)
-Alan Haber, and Shanta Driver (creating a new activism: lessons learned and ways forward)
-Derrick Jensen (author on our environmental crisis) 
Your vision is priceless, registration is free!
 
www.umsjc.blogspot.com 
 
Co-sponsored by the MSA Environmental Issues and Peace and Justice Commissions, Campus Progress, the U-M Ginsberg Center, the Progressive Alliance and affiliated groups.
ENERGY TIDBITS – April 2009

 

Governor Granholm created the Michigan Climate Action Council in November 2007 and charged it with developing a Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions inventory and forecast, state reduction goals and potential actions to reduce emissions.  On March 1, the MCAC Climate Action Plan was released; a 595-page document containing 53 policy recommendations calling for Michigan to achieve a 20% reduction below 2005 levels by 2020 and an 80% reduction by 2050.  http://www.miclimatechange.us/index.cfm
 

Statewide Net Metering Program has been established by the MPSC.  The new rules provide for the transfer of current net metering customers to the new program within 30 days of the rules' effective date.  For net metering customers that are 20 kW or less, the rules provide for crediting at the full retail rate and measurement of monthly net usage with the customer's existing meter, if it is capable of measuring the flow of energy in both directions. The MPSC also approved new electric interconnection rules. www.michigan.gov/netmetering 

 

First Conservation Day at Okemos High School led by a group of 14 students called the Alternative Energy and Sustainability Initiative resulted in a 30% reduction in energy use.  The students asked other students and staff members to make changes such as turning off TV’s and lights, unplugging personal appliances, turning off computers, and posting assignments online instead of printing them. 

 
Crematorium in the Swedish town of Halmstad, which has been criticized for its heavy pollution, has announced plans to use the waste heat from its body-burning operations to heat its own facilities and eventually also heat other buildings in town. 
 

4th Annual Earth Day Expo will be in downtown Rochester on Sat. & Sun., April 18th & 19th. The Expo is moving to Main Street and will offer many fun, informative, & earth-friendly activities including: 150+ green & wellness exhibits, presentations, food, farmer's market, kids’ corner, films, entertainment, prizes, sustainability tours, free yoga and massage, and a community-building Connections Cafe. There is no charge. www.earthdayexpo.org 
 
Michigan Energy Fair will be held on June 26-28 approximately 10 miles off shore from Onekama.  According to Jennifer Alvarado, Executive Director of GLREA, "There has been so much interest in off-shore wind energy that we decided to move the Fair to a floating platform similar to what will be used for an off-shore wind farm.  Bring your bathing suit."  The Fair will have 70 workshops, 120 exhibits, and a water slide.
 
Solar-Powered Parking Meters have been ordered by the Ann Arbor Downtown Development Authority.  The DDA ordered 25 solar meters and expects to install them on Main, Liberty and State streets as the first test phase before replacing all of downtown’s 1,500 parking meters.  
 

DELEG Deputy Director Liesl Clark presented Energy Star Home Grants of $5,000 to five builders from across the state on April 1 at Urban Options in East Lansing.  Michigan builders compete for the grants based on energy efficiency, marketing plans and innovations. Grant recipients are Gontina Building & Design (Clawson), Heartland Builders (Rockford), MJC Builders of Troy (Macomb), Phil Johnson Construction (Twin Lake), and Charles Rycenga/Tri-Cities Area Habitat for Humanity (Grand Haven). 

 

2nd Annual Michigan Energy Conference will be held at Ferris State on April 16-17. 

Guest speakers include Paul Proudfoot, MPSC, Jeff Goody, Vestas, Bill Harper, Chevron Energy Solutions, Michele Buckler, FTC&H, Stephen Hamstra, GMB Architects Engineers, and Dan Radomski, NextEnergy.  www.ferris.edu/mec
 
Home Energy Rating System (HERS) sessions will be held April 16 at the Ferris State Energy Conference.  A Rater Update meeting will be in the morning and a “Becoming a HERS Rater/Energy Auditor” meeting will be in the afternoon.  Attendance is free to all existing HERS Raters and those interested in becoming a Rater or Energy Auditor.  RSVP & information at http://www.ferris.edu/MEC/
 

Gov. Granholm joined Denmark's Minister of Climate and Energy Connie Hedegaard in signing a memorandum of understanding  initiating a partnership to explore development and share experiences in the areas of renewable energy, energy efficiency and job creation. 
 
Ann Arbor's 2009 Earth Day Festival will be Sunday, April 26, 12:00 - 4:00 pm at the Leslie Science & Nature Center.  Youth-oriented educational displays, art projects, live animal programs, and experiments will all be part of the fun.  The All Species Parade is a chance for area children to dress up as their favorite animal or plant. www.a2earthday.org
 
AT&T has announced plans to invest up to $565 million as part of a long-term strategy to deploy more than 15,000 alternative-fuel vehicles over the next 10 years. AT&T expects to spend an estimated $350 million to purchase about 8,000 Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) vehicles and approximately $215 million to begin replacing its passenger cars. 
 
DTE Energy has filed with the MPSC to add 1,200 MW’s of renewable energy and establish energy efficiency programs.  Last October, the Michigan legislature passed a law calling for the state's electric utilities to serve 10% of their retail sales with renewable energy by 2015.  To meet the goal, DTE has proposed to build 1,200 MW of renewable energy and contract with third-party producers for the rest.  DTE expects the majority of its renewable energy to come from wind resources, with a small portion - about 20 MW - coming from two solar energy pilot projects. DTE has acquired easements on more than 50,000 acres of land in Huron County for development of a wind farm.
 
Macomb County All Things Green Conference & Expo will be held on April 30 at the IBEW Training Center in Warren. Business professionals will have the opportunity to learn about cost-cutting measures and new business opportunities -  Alternative Energy, Energy Audits, Tax Credits, Wind, Solar, Batteries, Bio-Mass, Healthy Workspaces, Energy Efficiency, Green Careers, Sustainable Design & Construction, and Workforce Development.  All Things Green Conference and Expo
 

Manure from 1.3 million turkeys will provide energy to run Sietsema Farm Feeds. When fired up in August, it will be the world's first biomass-powered turbine engine designed to produce electricity. See Manure into Power for the full story
 
Mt. Carmel Cemetery  is the first cemetery in Michigan and the first Catholic cemetery in the US, to receive Green Burial Council certification to offer green burials. This twelve-and-half acre cemetery, located in the heart of Wyandotte, will initially dedicate a half acre for burial without embalming or vaults.   Caskets in the green burial section must be bio-degradable and families will have the option to substitute shrouds as well. Native Michigan landscaping will set the green burial section apart.  www.greenburialcouncil.org
 

Green Advantage Training will be held April 23, 8-5 at the IHM Motherhouse in Monroe. This specialized training prepares students to understand principles behind sustainable buildings, integrate green practices and strategies into construction, learn about the LEED rating system, and take the Green Advantage Certification Exam to be held at Henry Ford Community College on April 29.http://www.greenadvantage.org/MonroeMI4-23-09.php
 

Superior Watershed Partnership (SWP) has a new project that will provide over 3,700 families with a free box of 12 CFLs. The SWP received a $150,000 MPSC grant and is using schools to distribute the bulbs.  Native American Indian Tribes from across the Upper Peninsula have welcomed the program as a way to make tribal housing more energy efficient.  www.superiorwatersheds.org 
 
Green Today, Jobs Tomorrow conference will be held on May 11 at the Lansing Center. The conference will focus on workforce and economic development for Michigan’s emerging green economy. Van Jones (founder and president of Green For All and the author of The Green Collar Economy), Sen. Stabenow, and Kate Gordon (Co-Director of the Apollo Alliance) will speak. www.michigan.gov/greenjobsconference.  

 

Electric Projections by the state’s two largest utilities—DTE Energy and Consumers Energy—point toward a decline. DTE now predicts its customers’ energy use will fall by 6 percent between now and 2013, and Consumers now predicts a 5-percent decline by 2018. 

 

Clean Energy Prize has gone to a plan to use algae to treat wastewater and produce the raw materials for biofuels. The competition was established by DTE Energy and the U. of Michigan along with sponsors, Masco Corp. Foundation and The Kresge Foundation. Team Algal Scientific Corp., comprised of business and engineering students from the University of Michigan and Michigan State University, earned the top prize of $65,000.

 
West Michigan Chapter of the Association of Energy Engineers will hold its April 16, 4:30-6:30 dinner meeting in Big Rapids at the Holiday Inn.  This dinner meeting will be held in collaboration with the Michigan Energy Conference at Ferris State. 

http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=178559 
 
April Fools!  Michigan Energy Fair is still on land, but who knows in the future. Energy Tidbits is free and is prepared by John Sarver, Michigan Dept. of Energy, Labor, & Economic Growth.  To subscribe, contact sarverj@michigan.gov.
 

